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By Lin Songfu, Section Chief of Tourism Section of Taiwan Water Corporation
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English translated by Vicky Lin

Fantasy Chengcing Lake
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A. Origin of Chengcing Lake
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Chengcing Lake originates from the "Dapi" of the Caogongzhen tributary,
was initially used to regulate farmland irrigation. It has been supplying industrial
water since 1947. It was renamed "Dabei Lake" in 1954, and the late President
Chiang changed its name to " Chengcing Lake " in 1963.
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Due to the superior natural conditions, the quiet environment, the
continuous cultivation of trees and flowers, the lakes and mountains are more
beautiful, and it is called "Taiwan West Lake”. In 1955, the president Zhang of
the Legislative Yuan came to visit, known as "Taiwan's No. 1 Scenic Spot," and
it was officially opened to the public on September 1, 1960.
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Due to the legend of dragon veins, when General Zhou Yuhuan,
commander of the Marine Corps, visited this place in 1950, he also felt that the

geographical environment was unique and suggested to build a "Leader's House".
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Therefore, construction of the "Dabei Lake Guest House" was started on May 1,
1958. It was renamed "Cheng Ching Pavilion™ on January 4, 1961.
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B. Water source ecological environment
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1. Water Environment Education Park
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Chengcing Lake is a very important water source in Kaohsiung. It has the
first large-scale advanced treatment water purification plant in Taiwan, and it
contains rich animal and plant ecology and cultural landscapes.
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2. Metropolitan Forest Park
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Chengcing Lake has plans to plant various types of characteristic tree
species and flowers from all over the world, such as Fountain tree, Rosy
Trumpet tree, Gliricidia (cherry blossom), Lapacho, Poinciana, Silk floss
tree, Cajuput tree, mahogany, rain tree, lemon eucalyptus, etc. In the

plantation field, flowers bloom all year round, which attracts birds such as
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yellow oriole, Psilopogon nuchalis, white eyes, egrets, teals, bees, butterflies,
dragonflies and other insects and frogs to forage, roost, nesting and breeding
form a complete urban forest environment.
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ii. Ecological observation
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The rich and diverse natural ecological environment has attracted many
Chinese and foreign scholars such as Mr. Chen Binghuang, an ornithological
expert from the Environmental Science Research Center of Tunghai
University, to observe, study its ecology and make records since 1970.
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In 1972, Mr. Zhuang Ling, a well-known photographer from Taiwan
TV company, came to shoot a teal film. After news reports were broadcast,
many wild bird lovers came to watch the teal ecology.
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3. Hometown of Taiwan Tilapia
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During World War Il in 1946, Mr. Wu Zhenhui and Guo Qizhang, who
were drafted to serve in Singapore, before returning to Taiwan, hatched the
“Tilapia " fry for about 5 days before returning to Taiwan and secretly
introduced them to Taiwan for farming.
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In 1948, Mao Zhenhuan, the mayor of Kaohsiung County, in order to
thank Mr. Wu and Guo for stocking this kind of fry in Dabei Lake (now known
as Chengcing Lake) in Kaohsiung County was quite successful; he named the
fish according to their surnames as "Wu Guo Yu". In 1949, the Department of
Agriculture and Forestry of the Taiwan Provincial Government officially
announced that this fish was named "Wu Guoyu". (Excerpt from the website of
the Agricultural Committee of the Executive Yuan)
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Chengcing Lake is imitating the various simple and elegant Jiangnan garden
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styles of Hangzhou "West Lake".

The three bridges are The Nine-curved Bridge, Que Bridge and Suspension
Bridge; Six Wins is the Freedom Pavilion (Imitated the Tang Dynasty), Geng
shang Stage, Feng Yuan Pavilion (Imitated the Ming Dynasty), Fu Guo Island and
Lovers "Road; The eight scenic spots are Kansu Plum Awakening in Spring, Bend
Bridge Fishing for the Moon, Viewing Lotus from the Shore of the Willow,
Viewing the Sea from the Hilltop, Sounds of Animals from Deep Forest, Pleasant
Atmosphere of Lake and Hill, Three Pavilions Tour, and Gold pours out from
Pengdao.

SRR

1. The Nine-curved Bridge
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The Nine-curved Bridge was built in 1960. The length of the bridge is 230
meters and the width is 2.5 meters. The gray piers are simple. They are
modeled after the Jiugu Bridge in Shanghai Chenghuang Temple. It is the
longest Nine-curved Bridge in Taiwan. Admire the beauty of the Nine-curved
Bridge, where foreign swallows are common.
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2. Zhung Xing Tower
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The height of the Zhung Xing Tower is 53 meters. It is the tallest building
in the park. It is a seven-story and eight-sided pagoda. The tower plague was
signed by the former President Yan Jiagan. There are three 50-step stone
staircases under the tower. The double-story revolving design, with 169 steps
of stone staircases, overlooks the panoramic view of Chengcing Lake and the
green grassy golf course from the cloister on the top of the tower. The scenery

is refreshing.
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3. Fu Guo Island
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"Fu Guo Island" is an island in the lake. It was named when it was

renovated in 1955 to commemorate the fact that the troops led by General
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Huang Jie stationed on Phu Quoc Island in Vietnam, repeatedly defeated the
Viet Cong infringement, and actively developed the local agricultural and
fishery industries, so a monument was erected. The island is connected by the
Suspension bridge, and the Sy Yuan Pavilion is built on the outside of the

island.
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4. Bell Tower
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The Bell Tower was designed by Taiwan’s first female architect Xiu Zelan
(the designer of Taipei’s "Zhongshan Tower"). The building body is painted
white. A large bronze bell is placed on the top floor to strike the bell, and the
algae well on the top of the tower are decorated with gorgeous decoration.
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While staying in the "Cheng Ching Pavilion," the former President hoped
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to hear the 105-ring bell. It is said that the chime of the number "will use
force”, hoping to counterattack the mainland. Another example of taking
digital chimes is Lin Biao's "571" project, which plans to secretly "Wu

Uprising™ to conduct an armed coup.
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5. De Yue Building
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The De Yue Building combines the forms of the Qiangiu Pavilion and the
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Buddha Incense Pavilion in the Summer Palace of the Qing Palace, and has the
style of the "Yellow Crane Tower" in Wuchang. The colors used are all red and
green according to the specifications of the Qing Dynasty palace buildings.
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D. Humanities and Art Landscape
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After the publication of the writer Wu Jiaging's "Travel Notes on Dabei
Lake" in 1955, it attracted the attention of the general public and attracted
countless tourists who came to visit it. Since then, the prelude to the tourism
development of the Chengcing Lake Scenic Area has been unveiled.
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1. Literary works
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The name of "Eight Sceneries of Chengcing Lake" was decided by
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General He Yingqgin invited Yu Youren and other famous artists, and then
inscribed poems and stone steles beside each scenic spot. In addition, the
plaques of pavilions in the park were also inscribed and signed by the famous
artists. It can be called the place with the most plaques and signatures of
famous artists in the scenic spots of Taiwan.
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2. Museum area: It will be the only place in Taiwan that has both national and
private museums.
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i. National Museum of Aboriginal
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In order to specifically promote the preservation and promotion of
indigenous peoples’ culture, and to show Taiwan’s subjective and
multicultural outlook to the domestic and international communities, the
Commission for Indigenous Peoples plans to build the *National Museum of
Aboriginal™ on the site of the original Chengcing Lake Youth Activity Center.
It covers an area of about 14 hectares. The construction plan was approved
by the Executive Yuan as a major construction in April 2019. It is expected
to open and operate in 2027. It will be a platform for the collection of
Taiwan’s indigenous cultural assets and international cultural exchanges.
Become the center of research on Austronesian culture.

(Z)F 22 R foft & 4
ii. Private World Collection Museum
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The freshwater aquarium is a palace-like architecture imitating the Qing
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Dynasty Arrow Tower. The floor plague was signed in cursive style by Wang
Yunwu in March 1964. In order to handle the revitalization and reuse of old
buildings, our company has carried out the renovation and restoration project.
It is currently used as a private world collection museum, collecting and

exhibiting countless rare cultural relics and artworks.
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E. Presidential Hall Special Zone
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Chengcing Lake is the only scenic spot in Taiwan with the most complete
preservation of the four themed areas of the Presidential Pavilion. The special
zone covers an area of about 12.5 hectares. A whole row of king coconut trees are
planted on both sides of the road entering the Pavilion Special Zone to welcome
guests. Therefore, it is often referred to as the "high tree (speed) highway" of
Chengcing Lake.
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1. Cheng Ching Pavilion
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The plague comes from Youren's handwriting, and it is a "magnanimous”
typeface. Since 1967, the army official academy celebrates its anniversary on
June 16 every year, and the former President Jiang stayed in the building when
he presided over the anniversary. Mahogany under the lake in front of the
building is a place where you can admire the scenery of the lakes and
mountains of "Crescent Bay" and listen to the bells of the bell tower.
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Cheng Ching Pavilion can see Zhung Xing Tower, Fu Guo Island and De
Yue Building in the distance, and has a panoramic view of the clear lake. It is

quite a paradise. In the early morning, you can see the rising sun from the
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window, and the sun reflects on the lake surface and emits a radiant light. The
lakeside weeping willows sway in the wind and the scenery is charming. In
winter, it is a great place to watch migratory birds and water ducks.
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2. The guard building
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Lakeside Resort was a camp for armed guards when Chiang Kai-shek was
stationed in Cheng Ching Pavilion. At present, it is leased to the National
Salvation Corps to operate Lakeside Resort, which provides lectures, training,
accommodation and other activities for schools and organizations.
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The stone tables and chairs on the 38th highland behind the Lakeside
Resort were places where Chiang Kai-shek often stopped to admire the lakes
and mountains such as the Grand Hotel, the Nine-curved Bridge, Zhung Xing
Tower, Bell Tower, Fu Guo Island (suspension bridge) and Three Pavilions
Tour.
Z s BPORREY S
3. Nuclear Explosion Prevention Command Center
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The Nuclear Explosion Prevention Command Center was built in the
autumn of 1959 with nuclear protection function. The tunnel is winding and
winding, with a total length of 200 meters. The door is a blast-proof door with

outer steel and an inner lead nucleus shipped from Germany, weighing 5,000
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kilograms, and can prevent radiation penetration. It is currently rented out as
the “Ocean Fantasy Museum" to display collections of exotic marine creatures,

fossils, shellfish and strange stones.
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After the tunnel was rebuilt into the “Ocean Fantasy Museum ", the facade
has been completely renewed. In addition to the bright and lively and
eye-catching shell walls, the exterior features a mix of romantic Greek and
tropical Southeast Asia. It is a beautiful attraction for Chinese and foreign
tourists to take pictures. The walls and floor tiles at the entrance of the bunker
are also painted with realistic 3D three-dimensional images of the ocean,

making visitors feel like walking in the ocean world when visiting.

4. The greenhouse
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This 1s Song Mailing’s (Chiang Kai-shek’s wife) secret dream garden. In
addition to a greenhouse, there are also flower stands in the garden. Her
favorite flowers are "roses" and "chrysanthemums", and she often manages
them one by one.

REELAT TR AR T FVANEERIR > B ETTR ~ e 2 0t 3
P o323 T REGRE PR RhFRvEECSH AL AR
MR RRBT Y Y REEE R o 0 R4 WEBRY VA EBERE T RY
Vet e o ‘«L/B_/p TPk R EF S R B

Now it has been remodeled into an ecological space that regenerates

fireflies, combining the fragrance of flowers, coffee and lakeside scenery into a
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5. The Labyrinth Garden
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brand new " Fantasy Flight Eco Garden". At present, the number of fireflies has
been restored to more than 1,000. In addition to watching the spectacle of
fluorescent light at night, people can also observe the ecological environment
of fireflies during the day and understand the life history of fireflies. It is a
private scenic spot in Chengcing Lake Scenic Area.
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With a funding of nearly 20 million NT dollars, the 0.6 hectares of the
original riding stable area is being rebuilt into the country’s largest labyrinth
garden. It is planned to plant tree orchids to form a pair of mandarin duck
composition hedges, as the path partition of the overall maze, and build 2 small
maze houses with culverts imitating fairy tale scenes, and set up a picnic area and
2 slides in the green space next to the big tree. A metropolitan parent-child
paradise with the theme of the fairy tale Hobbit House Labyrinth Garden.
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The overall project is currently under construction and will be completed
after the Lunar New Year in 2021. It will be officially opened to the public. It will
be the latest, hottest and most distinctive parent-child activity venue in Taiwan,

and it will be the latest highlight in Taiwan.
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6. Fantasy Chengcing Lake

1. Natural Phytoncide
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Since Chengcing Lake is full of Phytoncide, it is especially popular with
medical staff and tourists from the nearby Chang Gung Memorial Hospital.
During the vacation, they like to come to the park for running and activities.
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The former Superintendent Zhang Boya (formerly the Director of Health)
came to Chengcing Lake on 4 October, 2020, listening to the sounds of worms
and birds, playing fresh and healing music, and watching the beautiful scenery
such as antique pavilions, towers and pavilions. It makes people feel like being
far away from the crowds.
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2. The Rose Garden
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Known as the largest "Rose Garden" in Chengcing Lake in Taiwan, there
are more than 1,200 roses planted with more than 60 special varieties. The
flowers of various colors bloom throughout the year, swaying in the wind,

which is beautiful.
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The new highlight of the dream wedding photography, the Rose Garden,
was published by the Free Times on January 24, 2021. On January 26, it is
immediately attracted couples from far away from Pingtung to come and take
more than 300 professional and beautiful wedding photos. The romantic
happiness index broke one hundred! It seems to be the first choice for wedding
photos in southern Taiwan!

L AR AE R REEp AF A e, 2021 & 20 2 1%
R e R FIGRRLAEHE > p A Reahwr ey £ &2
AHFE-A2IFTAE LB F D ARINDE 4“14355)7&: RN AL
FIC RGP R B R A dodt BRIV B o R A AR o

The well-known TV show "I Love Matchmaker" visited the "Rose
Garden™ in February 2021. | was particularly touched. Because the rose
represents love, | naturally recalled hosting the "I Love Matchmaker™ program
with Shen Chunhua. During the broadcast, more than 700 couples were
successfully brought up. Therefore, | would like to express my deep
appreciation for the beautiful and romantic garden in Chengcing Lake Scenic
Area.
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3. Dream light travel
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The artistic conception described in the song "Norwegian Forest" by the
well-known singer Wu Bai (...The lake is always clear, the air is full of
tranquility) describes the artistic conception, which is the best portrayal of the
scenic spot of Chengcing Lake.
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The TV program was filmed on November 15, 1974.
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Chengcing Lake is located in the Kaohsiung Metropolitan Area, and the
transportation to the park is extremely convenient. In addition to the main
water supply function, the Taiwan Water Corporation carefully manages and
maintains this natural environment treasure, so that it has a diverse animal and
plant ecology. All kinds of flowers not only enrich the plant landscape of
Chengcing Lake, but also exude Phytoncide, but also greatly improve the air
quality of Kaohsiung. It is definitely a dream attraction for family outings.
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Seeing the beauty of Chengcing Lake, Taiwan Water Corporation Lin Songfu
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